THE HOL Y ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XVII.

had ceased to have any meaning, when the rulers of
England, Spain, France, Denmark, Hungary, Poland,
Italy, Burgundy, had in succession repudiated their con-
trol, and the Lord of the World found himself obeyed by
none but his own people, he would not sink from being
ord of the world into a simple Teutonic king, but con-
tinued to play in the more contracted theatre the part
which had belonged to him in the wider. Thus did
Germany instead of Europe become the sphere of his
international jurisdiction; and her electors and princes,
originally mere vassals, no greater than a Count of Cham-
pagne in France, or an Earl of Chester in England,
stepped into the place which it had been meant that the
several monarchs of Christendom should fill. If the power
of their head had been what it was in the eleventh cen-
tury, the additional dignity so assigned to them might
have signified very little. But coming in to confirm and
justify the liberties already won, this theory of their rela-
tion to the sovereign had a great though at the time
scarcely perceptible influence in changing the German
Empire, as we may now begin to call it, from a state into
a sort of confederation or body of states, united indeed
for some of the purposes of government, but separate and
independent for others more important. Thus, and that
in its ecclesiastical as well as its civil organization, Ger-
many became a miniature of Christendom e. The Pope,
though he retained the wider sway which his rival had
lost, was in an especial manner the head of the German
clergy, as the Emperor was of the laity: the three Rhenish
prelates sat in the supreme college beside the four temporal
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